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What is the issue?

• The Drinking Water Directive 

(98/83/EC) has led to the 

proliferation of national 

provisions to ensure the 

hygienic safety of materials 

and products in contact with 

drinking water

• Member States have often 

adopted divergent 

provisions, while some 

Member States still do not 

have any scheme to assess 

the safety of such materials 

and products 
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What does the industry expect?

European Drinking Water (EDW)

• supports the development of a 

harmonised EU-wide 

regulatory framework

• as a way to safeguard equal 

drinking water quality for the 

consumers across Europe; and

• improve the competitiveness 

and innovation capability of 

the European industry.

European Drinking Water is an alliance of 30 

European trade associations representing 

industries supplying materials and products in 

contact with drinking water:

• Manufacturers of raw materials (metals, 

plastics, elastomers, silicones, etc.)

• Manufacturers of products (Pumps, pipes, 

valves, taps, fittings, water treatment, water 

heaters, catering equipment, seals, etc.)

www,europeandrinkingwater.eu

06 November 2019 Title of presentation (change via "Insert" menu, "Header and Footer")



© Uponor4

The key element in DWD:
Article 10a
• Defines a European approach for minimum requirements for 

materials that come into contact with water intended for 

human consumption

• States that relevant product regulations shall respect the 

requirements of the DWD

• Allows Member States to maintain national minimum 

requirements, pending the adoption of the EU wide approach 

defined in the DWD

• Sets deadlines for implementation of the EU wide approach

• Common methodologies, procedures and methods:

3 years after entry into force of the DWD

• European positive lists:

4 years after entry into force of the DWD
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How would material and product approval work under the 
Council general approach for the DWD?
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starting substances and compositions
Art 10a 2(b)

final materials

Positive listing of starting substances,

compositions and materials (under DWD)

Product approval
(under CPR and other product reg’s)

Product testing 
according to 

“standard for 
uniform European 

compliance testing 

of final product” 
Art 10a 8

Request from economic operator to include 
starting substance, composition or final 

material on European positive list

Testing and assessment according 
to ”common methodology” (*

Art 10a 2(a)

Testing and acceptance according to 
”procedures and methods” (*

Art 10a 2(c)

Manufacturer application for
product approval

Verification and checking of material inputs 
(only positive-listed substances, 

compositions and materials used?)

European positive lists
(first version based on existing

national positive lists)

= included explicitly in Council general approach for DWD

= included in between the lines of the Council general approach but not explicitly; art 10a 2(b) 

refers to “European positive lists of starting substances or compositions” but 2(c) only to 

“procedures and methods for testing and accepting final materials […] on the European positive 

lists”. The establishment of an actual positive list for final materials is not mentioned. Perhaps 2(a) 

and 2© should be combined to one single clause on methods/procedures, and 2(b) should also 

mention final materials as part of the positive list.

NOTE: European product regulation should include the definition of 
product requirements, limit/threshold values for acceptance, etc; 

and a unified procedure for compliance assessment, not only a 

testing standard.

Potential “more stringent protective 
measures for the use of [final] 

materials” on MS level Art 10a 6

National measures 
(in the absence of 

Union legislation) 
Art 10a 9

NOTE: National 
measures should only 

be applied during a 

transition period towards 

uniform European 

compliance testing and 
assessment scheme. 

National differences in 

water quality (pH etc) 

should be taken into 

account.

*) Will in practice sometimes require testing to be 
conducted on products manufactured from the 

starting substance, composition or material.
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Timeline in the EU institutions
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Final vote in

the Plenary

(23 October

2018 )

Formal 

adoption of 

the

plenary 

position

(27 March 

2019)

Policy 

debate of 

Environment 

Ministers

(25 June 

2018)

Adoption of the 

Council

General Approach

(6 March 2019)

Discussions in technical working groups

Trilogue negotiations 

during the Finnish 

Presidency of the EU 

Council 

First meeting Oct 7 2019

2018 2019
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Publication of the

Commission 

proposal

including impact

assessment +

(1 February 2018)

Choice of the 

Rapporteur

and Shadows (MEPs

leading the 

legislative

process) – ENVI

Committee

All

amendments

tabled

(13 June 2018)

Vote on the

amendments

in the

Environment

Committee

(10 

September

2018)
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