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UK Policy on energy and carbon emissions 

is moving very rapidly at present

• Current initiatives

• Reasons – the context

• What we can do
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The Low Carbon Energy Pathway

3



UK commitments to zero carbon

• UK committed to zero carbon homes from 2016

• Non domestic schools and hospitals from 2018

• And all other buildings to be zero carbon from 2019

• Changes to the EU Energy Performance of Buildings 

Directive, agreed in 2010, set a final deadline for 

“nearly zero energy” buildings by 2020
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Biggest current issues:

• Carbon Reduction Commitment (CRC)

• Green Deal

• Zero carbon buildings target

• Changes to the EPBD

• Trying to achieve reasonable compliance with the current 

EPB Regulations

• 2013 changes to UK Building Regulations

• Wider roll out of Display Energy Certificates
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Allowable 

solutions

Energy Efficient systems
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Energy Efficient equipment

Fabric energy efficiency

Reduce demand for energy

Feed in tariffs

?
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Who leads on what?What’s in the current policy mix?
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The Real Energy Pressure - Supply View to 2020
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Source: Professor David Fisk
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The Real Energy Pressure - Supply View to 2020

Source: Professor David Fisk



Liquid Natural Gas (LNG)

– so that’s alright then…

The “Mozah”, the largest boat to pass through the Suez Canal, 

with 135,400 cubic metres of LNG, bound for the UK in 2011.
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Draft Carbon Plan

– released in March, 2011
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“A vision of a 

changed Britain”



Draft Carbon Plan – main chapter headings
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 3



Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 3
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 3
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 3



Key energy policies for homes
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• Building Regulations

- “zero carbon” new build

- reducing emissions from existing homes

• Green Deal

- installing energy efficiency measures in existing homes

• Incentives to install renewables through the Feed in 

Tariff (FIT) for electrical installations and the Renewable 

Heat Incentive (RHI) for heat supplies
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 4
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 4
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 4
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Draft Carbon Plan – chapter 4



Key energy policies for non-domestic 

buildings
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• Building Regulations

- “zero carbon” new build

- reducing emissions at refurbishment

• Green Deal

- installing energy efficiency measures in existing non-

domestic buildings

• Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) for heat supplies

• Green Investment Bank to fund low carbon activity



What we can do
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• Public interest in environmental issues is declining

• Politicians can’t press on too far ahead of public opinion

• We need to have an impact on public opinion



What we can do
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• Public interest in environmental issues is declining

• Politicians can’t press on too far ahead of public opinion

• We need to have an impact on public opinion

• We dare not let matters rest 

– we hold the earth in trust

for future generations



UK Government’s view of us as an industry 

– research is important – but:
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• We’ve already got far more research results than the 

British Industry is putting into practice

• Far too fragmented – the various specialist sectors don’t 

talk to each other nearly enough (including the HVAC)

• In consequence – the average is well short of the best 
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“In the long history of 

humankind those

who learned to

collaborate effectively

have prevailed”

Charles Darwin (1809 – 1882):


